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Sentences:  A sentence is a group of words that express a complete thought.  It contains a capital at the beginning and punctuation at the end.  Incomplete sentences are called fragments.  There are four types of sentences:


A.)  Declarative- makes a statement, ends in a period.


B.)  Interrogative- asks a question, ends in a question mark.


C.)  Imperative- tells or asks someone to do something, ends in a period.


D.)  Exclamatory-  expresses strong feeling, ends in exclamation mark.

Sentence Structure:  Every sentence has two parts, a subject and a predicate.


A.)  Subject- all the words that tell whom or what the sentence is about.



Complete is all the words.
Simple is the main word or words.
Compound is two or more simple subjects with the same predicate.

B.)  Predicate- all the words that tell what the subject does or is.



Complete is all the words
Simple is the verb
Compound is two or more predicates with the same subject.
C.)  Compound sentences- contains two sentences joined by a comma and the words and, or, or but.

D.)  Complex sentences- a sentence that has a part that cannot stand alone (dependent clause) and a part that can (independent clause).  It is joined by a comma.
Parts of Speech:  

A.)  Noun- a person, place, thing, or idea.


1.)  Singular Nouns- names one person, place, thing, or idea

2.)  Plural Nouns- names more than one person, place, thing, or idea.  Some spellings change with plural nouns.



*  most, add s


*  end in s, x, ch, zz, or sh add es


*  end w/a vowel and y, add s


*  end with a consonant and y, change y to i and add es


*  end in f or fe, change f to v and add es



*  end with a vowel and o, add s.



*  end with a consonant and o, add s or es

3.)  Proper Nouns- names a particular or specific person, place, thing, or idea.

4.)  Possessive Nouns-  a noun that shows ownership

*  singular possessive- shows one person, place, or thing owns something.  Add an apostrophe (’) and s.

*  plural possessive- Show possession of a plural noun that ends in s by adding an apostrophe after the s.  if a plural noun doesn’t end  in s, just add an apostrophe and a s.


B.)  Verb- the main word in the predicate.  There are many types of verbs:

1.)  Action Verbs- tells what the subject of the sentence does or did.  Expresses action.  The direct object receives the action of the verb.

2.)  Main Verbs with Helping Verbs- the main verb shows what the subject does or is.  The helping verb helps the main verb to show an action in the sentence.  Example:  I can help them reverse.  The bold is the helping verb.  These are helping verbs:  am, are, is, was, were, be, being, been, shall, can, has, could, have, had, may, might, must, etc.
3.)  Linking Verbs- a verb that links the subject to a noun or adjective in the predicate.  Usually forms of be and can stand alone.  Examples would be:  The state fair is a treat.  It could be words that use the senses, such as look, appear, smell, seem, etc.

4.)  Verb Tenses- verbs that show time.



*  past- show action that already happened.  Usually ends in –ed.



      *irregular verbs are spelled differently- such as swim & swam.


* present- shows something is happening now.  Usually ends in –s or –es.



* future- shows something has not yet happened.  Uses will or shall.
5.)  Subject-Verb Agreement- if the subject is singular, so must the predicate and vice versa.
C.) Pronouns- a word that takes the place of one or more nouns & the words that go with the nouns.

	
	Subject
	Object

	Singular
	I
	me

	
	you
	you

	
	he/she/it
	him/her/it

	Plural
	we
	us

	
	you
	you

	
	they
	them



* Using I and Me Correctly-  to determine if it’s used correctly, leave the other word out- such as Bill and I entered a contest- leave out Bill- I entered the contest.  Always name yourself last.  Use I as the subject or after a linking verb, use me after action verbs or as objects of an action. (See box above).

D.)  Adjectives- a word that describes a noun or pronoun.  It tells what kind or how many.  Regular adjectives are called positive form.
1.)  Comparative Adjectives- comparing two nouns or pronouns.  Short adjectives usually add –er or some longer adjectives add more instead.  Special adjectives, change words, such as bad--> worse.
2.)  Superlative Adjectives- comparing more than two.  Short adjectives usually add –est, while longer adjectives add most instead.  Special adjectives change words, such as worse--> worst.
3.)  Articles-  a special adjective that describes a noun or another adjective.  



*  a is before a noun that begins with a consonant.



*  an is before a noun that begins with a vowel.



*  the is before a word beginning with either a vowel or consonant.
4.)  Demonstrative Adjectives- tell which one.  They are:  this, that, these, those.

5.)  Proper Adjectives- formed from a proper noun.  It is always capitalized.

E.)  Adverbs- a word that tells more about a verb.  It tells how, when, or where an action happened.  Many adverbs end in –ly.  Adverbs can also describe adjectives and other adverbs.   Regular adverbs are called Postive form.
1.)  Comparative Adverbs- comparing two actions.  Short adverbs usually add –er while, some longer adverbs add more instead.  

2.)  Superlative Adverbs- comparing more than two actions.  Short adverbs usually add –est, while longer adverbs add most instead.

F.)  Prepositions- a word that relates a noun or pronoun to another word in a sentence.  These words show relationships between other words.  Think of the “bee and the box”.


Examples:  above, across, after, against, around, at, behind, beside, by, down, during, for, from, in, inside, into, near, of, off, on, outside, over, past, through, under, until, up, with, without.



1.)  Object of a preposition- the noun or pronoun that follows a preposition.

2.)  Prepositional Phrase- begins with a preposition and ends with a noun or pronoun.


G.)  Conjunctions- a word, such as and, or, or but, that joins words or groups of words.
H.)  Interjections- a word or group of words that expresses strong feeling.  It may contain an interjection or a comma to set off the rest of the sentence.
Research and Writing Process








     40%
Mechanics:  the correct use of capitalization & punctuation such as periods, question marks, semicolons, apostrophes, commas, colons, and quotation marks.

Bibliography-  the documentation of the source of information for the text written.

Brainstorming-  to list ideas and thoughts regarding the topic.  Organizers are often created.
Rough Draft-  To get the thoughts down on paper, without regard to conventions

Editing/Revising-  To rearrange, modify, add, or delete information.

Final Draft-  To write the final piece

Proofreading-  to edit for spelling and conventions

Publishing-  to create a final piece that is decorated, etc.

Summarizing-  to give just the main ideas and supporting details of a topic.

Plagiarism-  to copy someone else’s ideas as your own without documenting the source

Paraphrasing-  to change information around into your own words without losing the meaning.
Remember object pronouns can be used as the object of an action or after words such as to, for, with, in, or at.








