Reading Study Guide for the CRCT
Literary Comprehension  






                           
Narratives-  a story, poem, or personal experience.


A.)  Story Elements-  The parts of a story



1.)  Setting-  the time or place a story takes place

2.)  Character-  the animals, or people in the story.  Characters often contain character traits that show the reader more about them.

3.)  Plot-  the series of events in a story



a.)  Rising Action-  the events that lead up to the climax



b.)  Climax-  the exciting part of a story- turning point



c.)  Conflict-  the problem of the story



d.)  Resolution-  the solution of the story

4.)  Theme-  the underlying message or deeper meaning of the story.  Can be stated or implied.

B.)  Point of View-  the viewpoint through which the story is told.



1.)  1st person-  told through the eyes of the writer- using “I” and “me”



2.)  3rd Person-  told by a narrator.  The audience can see all actions.  “He”.

C.) Dialogue-  the part of the text that show people speaking.  Quotation marks are used and the text is set off from the lines with one paragraph for each person that speaks.

Poetry-  Listed below are literary elements of poetry:
A.)  Alliteration-  the use of the same sound at the beginning of two or more words in a phrase.

B.)  Onomatopoeia-  words that sound like their reference- such as splash & crack.
C.)  Rhyme scheme- how often rhyming words occur
D.)  Graphic Scheme-  the capital letters and line length.

E.)   Stanzas-  the group of the lines in poems

F.)  Prose-  poetry without rhyme- free verse
G.)  Refrains-  Lines or passages that are repeated at regular intervals.

H.)  Rhythm-  a regular pattern of stressed and unstressed syllables
I.)  Figurative Language-  language that makes the text more lively.



1.)  Imagery-  making pictures with words using one or more of the five senses.



2.)  Personification-  where animals or things have human traits.



3.)  Metaphor-  comparing two unlike things.



4.)  Simile-  comparing two unlike things using “like” or “as”.


5.)  Hyperbole-  an exaggeration of a fact.



6.)  Idiom-  speech that has meaning, but not a literal meaning
J.)  Playful Language



1.)  Puns-  a play on words  

2.)  palindrome-  words or phrases that can read the same way, forward or backward, such as mom, racecar.
Informational Text-  text that teaches or informs through the use of facts.  These are often books, encyclopedias, newspapers, magazines, etc.  This text often answers the Who, What, Where, Why, When and How.

A.)  Text Features-  the organization and features that make the text easier to read and find information.
1.)  Topic Sentence-  the sentence that tells what the paragraph is about.
2.)  Concluding Sentence-  the sentence that brings the paragraph to a close.

3.)  Glossary-  the list of words and definitions found at the back of the text.

4.)  Index-  a list of subject with page numbers of location in the book.
5.)  Table of Contents-  a preview of the upcoming sections of the book.

B.)  Graphic Sources-  aids that show information related to the text



1.)  Charts-  a display that puts information in rows & columns.



2.)  Graphs-  a display that shows comparison among data.

3.)  Pictures-  Illustrations or photos that add to information.  Usually contain a brief description below it called a caption.

4.)  Diagrams-  A picture that includes labels of certain parts.

5.)  Maps-  a diagram of a place.

C.)  Organizational Patterns of Text-  The way the text is set up

1.)  Chronological Order-  the order in which something happens

2.)  Compare & Contrast-  the similarities and differences  between texts/topics.

3.)  Argument & Support-  the advantages and disadvantages of a topic.

4.)  Classification-  organizing text/subjects by commonalities
Comprehension Strategies and Skills-

A.)  Main Idea-  the major point that the author is making about the topic.  It is supported by supporting details (evidence).
B.)  Cause & Effect-  the cause tells why it happened, while effect tells what happened due to the cause.

D.)  Genres-  the different types of texts, such as mystery, adventure, narrative, informational, dramatic, poetry, etc.

E.)  Fact & Opinion-  to determine if something is a fact or an opinion (a belief or person’s point of view)

F.)  Author’s Purpose-  to know if the author is informing, entertaining, persuading or explaining.  It can be a more than one reason.

G.)  Author’s Viewpoint-  the message behind the author’s meaning of the text.

H.)  Draw Conclusions & Inference-  to read between the lines; gather information from the text using prior knowledge and what is given.

Information & Media Literacy  






                           
Reference skills: determine appropriate resources to gather information from reference works such as books, periodicals (magazines, newspapers), technology (internet, CD-Rom), dictionaries (definitions, pronunciation, syllables, part of speech), thesauri (antonyms & synonyms), encyclopedia (gather information), atlases (location of a place), and almanacs (recorded information such as weather, crops, etc.).  
Primary & Secondary Sources- Primary sources is from a person or resource that has a first hand account of the event, while a secondary source gathers information from multiple sources.  Examples of Primary sources- an eyewitness account, a diary, an interview.  Examples of Secondary sources- a newspaper article, textbooks, etc.
Vocabulary  

  






                           
Prefixes- a group of letters that has its own meaning and can be added to the beginning of a word to change its meaning.

Suffixes-  a group of letters that has its own meaning and can be added to the end of a word to change its meaning.

Synonyms-  words that have similar meanings

Antonyms-  words that have opposite meanings

Homophones-  words that sound a like, but are spelled differently and have different meanings.

Homographs-  frequently called Multiple meaning words;  words that have more than one meaning.

Context Clues-  using words in a paragraph or sentence to determine the meaning of an unknown word.

