The Great Depression Study Guide with Answers
1. THE GREAT DEPRESSION

	CAUSES
	EFFECTS

	1.  the stock market crashed
2. many people bought stocks on credit
3.  The Dust Bowl
	1.  people lost their jobs
2.  homelessness
3.  poverty
4.  banks closed

5.  the New Deal


2. Understand the big ideas of the stock market crash of 1929.
Prices of stocks began to slowly fall and people panicked and began selling their stocks, which made the prices drop more and more until the stock market crashed on October 29.  Billions of dollars were lost that day and some people lost all of their money.  
3. What was the purpose of Roosevelt’s New Deal?
The purpose of the New Deal was to have the government do more to get the country out of the Great Depression by providing relief, recovery, and reform.  
4. Understand the following:

	ABBREVIATION
	PROGRAM NAME
	PURPOSE

	CCC
	Civilian Conservation Corps
	Best known for planting trees on public land.

	WPA
	Works Progress Administration
	Built roads, schools, bridges, parks and airports
**The FAP (Federal Arts Program) was part of the WPA and paid artists to create works of art on post office bulidings.

	TVA
	Tennessee Valley Authority
	Build dams along rivers to prevent flooding & built electric plants

	SSB

(SSA)
	Social Security Board
	*Is now known as the SSA (Social Security Administration).  Provides monthly payments to the elderly, disabled, and unemployed


5. THE DUST BOWL:

	CAUSES
	EFFECTS

	A severe drought in the Great Plains leaving the ground dry and unable to be farmed.
	1.  People lost their farms.
2. People moved west looking for work.

3. Some people became migrant workers.


6. Understand the following people’s importance and contributions to the United States:

a. Herbert Hoover-  Herbert Hoover was the president at the beginning of the Great Depression.  He felt that the economy would improve with little help from the government.  “Hoovervilles” were named after Hoover because many people blamed him for the continued hardships of the Great Depression.
b. Franklin D. Roosevelt-  FDR was president after Herbert Hoover.  He suffered from a disease called polio, which made is almost impossible for him to walk.  When FDR became president, he immediately urged Congress to help the country out of the Great Depression.  His programs were called the New Deal.
c. Eleanor Roosevelt-  Eleanor Roosevelt was FDR’s wife and a very influential first lady.  She traveled around the country during the Great Depression to report the conditions to her husband.  
d. Duke Ellington-  A jazz composer, musician, and pianist who wrote over 2,000 pieces of music.
e. Jesse Owens-  One of the most successful African American track and field athletes of all time. 
f. Margaret Mitchell- A southern novelist during the Great Depression who is best known for writing Gone With the Wind.
